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The Bible Self Anterpreting. 


T is impossible to overstate the value of Bible cir- 

culation in distant lands. Here is, in most cases, a 

virgin soil. The Book starts fairly. It is read on its’ 

merits, and those merits are so great that they work 

miracles among an unsophisticated people. I have often 

been delighted to find the natives of the Vau Vau group 

in the Friendly Islands sitting around one of their number 

er who was reading the Bible, all with eyes fixed upon the 
reader, and with almost breathless attention hanging on 
aaa “his words. | done kere cent is a ae 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


\ i J E are very glad to be able to say that the Rev. 


Dr. Fox is improving in health, both steadily 

and rapidly. Dr. Fox has had a long and 
serious illness. He was stricken with an acute at- 
tack of inflammatory rheumatism about the middle 
of May, and has been unable to be at the Bible House 
since that time. He is now so far recovered as to go 
away to a quiet resting place in the mountains of 
Pennsylvania for complete recuperation. We have 
every reason to expect that he 
will be able to resume his tasks 


by the middle of the autumn. 


W* are pained to record 
the violent death of 

Florentino Pina, one 
of our colporteurs in Mexico. 
Few people in this land re- 
alize the consecration and de- 
votion of the colporteurs of 
the American Bible Society. 
There are no heroes more 
sure of an eternal reward than 
some of these consecrated 
men. Florentino Pina was a 
devout, godly worker in our 
Mexican Agency. He was 
murdered on the 21st of June, 
We givea more 


in Bacerac. 
extended account of his death 
in the following pages. 


eee HAVEN recently visited the great 
gathering of the Negro Young People’s Con- 

gress, held in Atlanta, Ga., the first week otf 
August. Three representatives of the American 
Bible Society appeared upon the programme: the 
Rev. Dr. Morgan, of Chicago, the Rev. J. P. Wragg, 
B.D.,, the Society’s Agent for special work among the 
colored people of the South, and Secretary Haven. 
The meeting was a notable one. It was an inspira- 
tion to all who are interested in the development of 
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this people to observe the crowded audiences, num- 
bering many thousands, handled in an orderly, digni- 
fied manner, listening to and applauding papers 
and addresses that would do credit to any religious 
assembly. We are glad to report that the Agency 
among the colored people of the South is receiving a 
most hearty and cordial welcome. A somewhat ex- 
tended report of its labors appears in another col- 
umn. 


“EW persons will be so 
iF greatly missed in the 
missionary staff which 
centers in New York City in 
the offices of the various Mis- 
sionary Boards as the Rev. Dr. 
Stephen L. Baldwin, Record- 
ing Secretary of the Mission- 
ary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Dr. Bald- 
win has been peculiarly a 
brother beloved, knowing the 
missionaries personally as is 
given to few men, and cher- 
ishing a kindly interest in 
the missionary work of all the 
Christian denominations. Dr. 
Baldwin was for many years 
a missionary in China, and 
while there had to do with 
the translation of the Scrip- 
tures into the Fukien Collo- 
quial dialect. From his knowl- 
edge of its essential relation 
to all missionary work, Dr. Baldwin was an enthusi- 
astic friend of the American Bible Society. 


HE Tad/ef, an eclectic journal of Catholic | 
literature published in Baltimore, issued in 
May a Bible number. This number is an ex- 
hortation to the Roman Catholic families of America 
to have and to read the Holy Scriptures. It quotes 
Saint Jerome: ‘‘To be ignorant of the Scripture is 
not to know Christ. A man‘who is well grounded in 
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the testimony of the Scripture is a bulwark of the 
Church.’ It laments the fact that ‘‘it is safe to say, 
after a careful computation, that not 25,000 Catholic 
Bibles were sold in the United States last year.” If 
the Roman Catholic world would take the attitude of 
this paper, the work of the American Bible Society 
would be wonderfully quickened, and 
obstacles would be removed from its path in its 


immense 


Agencies throughout Latin America. 


NLY a few months ago the Rev. H. G. Appen- 
(%j) zeller, of Korea, was in the Bible House 
urging upon the Secretaries the extension of 
the Society’s work in Korea. On the 11th of June, 
while journeying in connection with his mission work 
on the Japanese steamship “Kumagawa,” from 
Mokpo, he, with four Japanese passengers and four- 
teen Korean passengers, was lost in the sinking of 
this ship. Dr. Appenzeller was one of the Transla- 
tion Board in Korea, and had been much interested 
in the completion of the translation of the New 
Testament and in work upon the Old Testament. 
He will be very greatly missed. His services were 
very highly appreciated by his associates on the 
Translation Board. 


E present on another page the picture of T. H. 
Sotiriades and his family. Mr. Sotiriades is 
the representative of the Society in Smyrna, 

and carries on a most interesting colportage work in 
the region of the Seven Churches of the Book of 
Revelation. He has just written us: 

“Tam so late to send you my photograph as I prom- 
ised to you. Now you will think about the Bible 
Lands of the seven churches again, where we are dis- 
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tributing the Holy Scriptures amongs many nations 
without any dificulty from the Government part, we 
have every liberty to seel to any one. 

“We need much prayer to do for my field to those 
who already have the Word of Lord to read and to 
some others who wish to buy and learn the way of 
salvation. 

“ At present we have Scriptures in most of the cities 
of the Seven churches, and I hope to have little by 
little in every little village, and myself visit every 
part of my field, and so the Holy Scriptures goes 
about as a standard to every and we hope to 
awake them from the sleep of indifference to see 
the way of full salvation.” 


\ N 7 E would call attention to the report of a re- 


ception given to representatives of the 

Evangelical Missions in Cuba by President 
Palma, at which there was presented to the Presi- 
dent a beautiful Bible in the name of the American 
Bible Society. 


LETTER just received from Manila announces 
A the death by Asiatic cholera of Mr. Carrol R. 
Bear, one of our workers in the Philippines. 

We print the letter in our Foreign Department. 


E call especial attention to an article from 

V the pen of the Rev. Dr. William L. Burt, of 
Italy, with regard to a new colporteur in that 
kingdom. The wonderful experiences of this re- 
markable man read like that story of earlier days 
when God found Augustine and brought him out to 


a place of power and blessing. 


FOREIGN DEPART MENT. 


FLORENTINO PINA, 

E were shocked to receive a letter from the 
Society’s Agent in Mexico, the Rev. H. P. 
Hamilton, dated July 7, in which he says: 

‘Yesterday afternoon I had from Aljandro Villa, of 
Ctimpas, Sonora, a telegram stating that Florentino 
Pina had been murdered on the ast, receiving ‘Dos 
Balaso’s’ two shots.” Florentino Pina was such an 
earnest, young, peaceful, and prudent worker—a 
truly lovable man. In a letter from Mr. Hamilton he 
says: ‘‘We have now a letter from the Rev. James D, 
Eaton, D.D., treasurer of the Mexican Mission of the 
American Board ‘at’ Chihuahua, "regarding’the death 


of our colporteur, Florentino Pina. Mr. Eaton says 
that Aljandro Villa, the minister of Ciimpas, went 
to the county seat of the district in which Pina was 
assassinated. The town in which he was killed is 
Bacerac, and the county seat is Montezuma. He was 
shown the ‘declaration’ by the judge. In this ‘dec- 
laration’ the murderer declares that Florentino Pina 
had lent him a horse, and when he came to ask for it 
he, the murderer, being drunk, refused to give it up, 
and took out his pistol and gave him, Pina, two shots 
—one in the breast and another in the forehead—from 
which he died instantly. The judge came and the 
body was examined. The horse and the donkey, and 
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ciety in its beneficent 
enterprise, and in this 
way do our part in 
carrying forward the 
work to which our 
Brother Pina has con- 
secrated his life. 

In the February num- 
ber of World-Wide 
Bible Work we pub- 
lished a brief word 
giving one incident in 
the labors of Floren- 
tino Pina, which we 
here report: The friend 
who writes was with 
him and says: “As we 
rode up to the house a 
woman was reading 
the New Testament for 
the eighth time. This 
book Florentino sold 
to her when she could 
not even read. At one 
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two boxes of books were taken in charge. They 
took from the pockets of the dead man $32.50, which 
they used for the funeral expenses. I went,’’ says 
Mr. Villa, “to see if I could rescue the things left in 
deposit, but the judge said that a superior order was 
needed. This order was secured by Mr. Eaton, and 
after some delay, to secure the Governor’s. signature, 
was sent to Mr. Villa.” 

The following Minute was adopted at the Annual 
Meeting of the American Board of Missions in Chi- 
huahua, July 17, 1902, prepared by James D. Eaton as 

_committee : 

Profound sorrow is caused among us by the very 
sad news of the death of our beloved brother, Floren- 
tino Pina, who for so many years has been working 
incessantly in the States of Chihuahua and Sonora. 
He was not simply a “ book seller,’”’ but a messenger 
of the gospel—a voice crying out in the desert, “ Pre- 
pare the way of the Lord,’”’—and he had the privilege 
of opening the door of salvation to many hearts. 
Many of the congregations of believers exist to-day as 
monuments of the love and fidelity of our brother. 

We deplore his departure from our missionary 
camp, for he has left a vacancy difficult to be filled ; 
but he is blessed, for his name is written among those 
who “have given their lives for the cause of the 
word of God and for the testimony,” and we believe 
that the sacrifice of such a life will not be unfruitful. 

We earnestly recommend to all our congregations 
that they take collections for the aid of the Bible So- 


place he sold a New 
Testament to an en- 
thusiastic “young fel- 
low, who took it at once to his house to show his 
treasure. Immediately the young man returned to 
buy another one. At a few places there are small 
congregations springing up from reading the Scrip- 
tures, where Florentino has been the only Christian 
they ever saw.’’ 


A NOBLE WORKER IN THE PHILIPPINES. 
MANILA, P. I., July 19, 1902. 

ARROL R. BEAR, who has been connected 
with our Society for more than a year, died 
of Asiatic cholera at six o’clock Tuesday, 

July 15, after an illness of only sixteen hours. © 
This young man is one of the heroes of missions. 
He came to the Philippines as a member of Battery 
H of the Sixth Artillery, U. S. A., and was stationed 
in the Ilokano country in the northern part of Luzon. 
While there his heart was touched by the idolatry 
and blindness of the worship of the people. He began 
the study of the language and later when discharged 
he came to us and offered his services. His experi- 
ence as a soldier gave him many advantages and was 
just the preparation for the great pioneer work of 
taking the Bible to a people scattered along a moun- 
tainous coast where facilities for travel were most 
primitive and the hardships almost unbearable. In 
long journeys days would pass and he would see no 
American face. The country is infested with bands 
of ladrones who sympathize with the insurrection 
and consider every American an enemy. Thereisno 
question but that many, many times, Carrol Bear has 
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been near to death by the assassin’s hand but was 
protected by the God whom he served, In these 
trips one of the hardships was the lack of proper 
food, many days all that could be obtained was rice 
and half-cured fish. 

Last year, not stopping for the rainy season, he 
made a long trip from Dagupan north along the 
coast. The streams from the mountains swollen by 
the rains had swept the bridges away and passage 
could only be {made by dangerous fording or upon 
rafts. In several of the towns the friars had gathered 
the gospels circulated by Mr. Wortser the year before 
and burned them, warning the people that it was not 
the Bible but a very bad book. This made the work 
very discouraging. After passing several of these 
priest-poisoned towns he came to the village of 
Batag, from which he wrote me as follows : 

“My DEAR BROTHER GooprRIcH: I am glad to 
write you that I have found a more encouraging 
field. The first interest was shown at Batag; where 
there were several Protestant sympathizers, There 
was one very remarkable case, a broad-minded, 
intelligent Filipino, who told me ‘that eleven years 
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the picture of Christ but to him. While talking in 
this home a Lieutenant of Police became convinced 
of the truth and confessed Christ with joy. The 
school teacher who was present also voluntarily pro- 
posed to quit praying to images and pictures and to 
seek Jesus in person and to study his word, 

“In a barrio near I found an old lady, a mestizo 
(half Spanish), who told me that about ten years ago 
she was at death’s door and the friars were gathered 
about her. She asked them where God was. They 
told her he was everywhere and there at that pres- 
ent time. She asked if he could hear what they 
were saying and they responded yes. Then she said, 
I do not think I'll need your assistance longer, ‘ 7’é/ 
talk to God.’ She has been really praying since that 
time. 

“ At Laoag the people are intelligent, thinking peo- 
ple and are very anxious for a pastor and church.” 

Mr. Bear pushed on to the north where few Amer- 
icans had ventured. He was in the hospital for five 
days with a sprained ankle and had a raft swept from 
under him on a rapids, losing all his belongings. 

Stoned, shipwrécked, “in perils of rivers, in perils 

of robbers, in perils 
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ago he secured a Bible and read and studied it 
in secret until the friars learned of the fact. They 
took his Bible and threw him into prison. He said 
I have been looking ever since for a Bible, but 
until now have been unable to find one. He bought 
three. I feel confident that he will begin to live and 
preach the truth. I also presented to one of the 
leading men of the town a Bible upon his promise to 
read it carefully with no questions to the friar. There 
was in this home a large family of young people and 
I believe the Lord touched their hearts, I visited 
also the'Justice of{the Peace and sold him a Bible, 
and he prcmised me that he would pray no more to 


from my countrymen, . 


in perils from the 
Gentiles, in perils in 
the city, in perils in 
the wilderness, in 
perils in the sea, 
in perils among false 
brethren, in labor and 
travail, in watchings 
often, in hunger and 
thirst, in fastings of- 
ten,” this man _ fol- 
lowed his Master. 

Truly Carrol has 
heard the “Well 
done,” 

We are bereaved 
and our force is crip- 
pled, but Heaven is 
richer. 

CUBA’S NEW PRESIDENT RECEIVES 

A BIBLE, 

HE recent Conference of Evangelical Missions, 
held in Cienfuegos, appointed from among 
the missionaries a Commission of seven who 

should represent the solidarity of Protestantism in all 
matters pertaining to the government. This Com- 
mission consisted of the Rev. David W. Carter, D.D., 
the Rev. J. Milton Greene, D.D., the Rev. C. D, 
Daniel, the Rev. L. C. McPherson, the Rev. J. G. 
Hall, the Rev. M. Moseley, and the Rev. H. B. So- 
meillan. 
These gentlemen, accompanied by the Rev. J. M. 


ions 
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Lopez-Guillen, Agent for Cuba of the American 
Bible Society, were accorded an interview yesterday 
morning by President Palma, the result of which 
while demonstrating the unity of the Evangelical 
Church, revealed the deep and true religious char- 
acter of the president as well as his strict impartiality 
toward all religious bodies and his profound convic- 
tion of the moral culture that his people must have for 
its basis—religious trust and worship. He did not 
hesitate to express his cordial appreciation of and 
hearty agreement with the following address pre- 
sented to him by the commission : 

“ Having been named by the Missionary Conference 
of the Evangelical Churches in Cuba as a Commission 


BIBLE SOCIETY 


RECORD. 121 


‘ 


(1) That we recognize all human government as 
a divine ordinance, as we are taught in the following 
passages taken from the Epistle of Paul to the 
Romans : 

‘““*VTet every soul be in subjection to the higher 
powers ; for their is no power but of God; and the 
powers that be are ordained of God, Therefore he 
that resisteth the power, withstandeth the ordinance 
of God; and they that withstand shall receive to 
themselves judgment. For rulers are not a terror to 
the good work but to the evil.’ 

“We have also in mind the words of the same 
apostle to Timothy : 

“*T exhort, therefore, first of all, that supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, thanksgiv- 


a 


ings, be made, for all men; for 
kings and .all that are in high 
place ; that we may lead a tranquil 
and quiet life in all godliness and 
gravity.’ 

“This is good and acceptable 
in the sight of God our Saviour. 


“ 


(2) We. *% reverently recognize 
the hand of Providence and the 
divine favor in “%the events which 
have resulted in the independence 
of Cuba and the establishment of 
the republic. 


“(3) We consider the moral and 
religious problem as the most seri- 
ous and vital which’presents itself 
to the Government ot Cuba, inas- 
much as every republicimust rest 
mainly,on the, character of its citi- 
zens, and only by civic righteous- 
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to represent them in all matters pertaining to the 
- government, we have the honor to lay before you the 
following statement of our principles and _ senti- 
ments : 

“Tn the first place, we take the liberty of sincerely 

congratulating you, in view of the fact that you have 
seen your long continued and arduous labors for the 
liberty of your native land crowned with the most 
complete success, and we desire for you a long life 
in which to enjoy this blessing in company with your 
many worthy compatriots. We doubt not that in the 
exalted position you occupy as a proof of the appre- 
ciation, gratitude and confidence of your fellow-coun- 
trymen, you will display the same rectitude, wisdom 
and patriotism which have ever characterized you 
during your long residence abroad. 
“Believing that God has entrusted to us the sacred 
_ mission which we are seeking to fulfill as missionaries 
on this island of the Evangelical Churches in the 
- United States, we beg respectfully to state: 


ness can public order and well- 
being be secured and prosper. 

“(4) It appears to us that our only mission in 
Cuba is to contribute by a faithful circulation, exposi- 
tion and exemplification of the word of God, to the 
establishment and diffusion of a Christian and intelli- 
gent sentiment, and we respectfully ask that the gov- 
ernment, under your,worthy administration, will grant 
us perfect liberty to carry on this our special work and 
defend us in it. 

‘““(5) We pledge ourselves to sustain and promote, 
by word and deed, by teaching and prayer, by loyalty 
and co-operation, all of the efforts of the new admin- 
istration to establish and solidify in Cuba a republic 
founded on the eternal principles of true liberty and 
civic righteousness, emphasizing especially individual 
integrity and domestic purity.” 

At the close of this address, to which the president 
listened with closest attention and deep feeling, he 
expressed his profound satisfaction that the work 
represented by the Commission had been entrusted _ 
to such hands, and inquired carefully as to the propor- 
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tions which evangelical missionary work had assumed 
and the method being employed. The Rev. J. M. 
Lopez-Guillen then presented to the president a 
handsomely bound and engraved copy,of the sacred 
Scriptures as an offering from the American Bible 
Society, to which a most cordial response was made, 
and the Commission took leave with the assured con- 
viction that in her president Cuba has one in whom is 
embodied that righteousness which exalteth a nation, 
and who can be trusted to secure the fullest liberty 
for the proclamation of divine truth to Cuba’s long 
neglected multitudes. 


WELL DONE. 

HERE comes word to us also of the passing 
on to his reward of one of our devoted book- 
sellers in Turkey, Todor Agha Ayanoghlou. 

who was held in respect by his associates in the mis- 
sion field. : It is a peculiar pleasure to notice that his 
son has taken up the work that his father laid down. 
“From generation to generation”’ is the promise. 
% CONSTANTINOPLE, July 22, 1902. 
We have recently lost by death one of our very 
best men. Todor Agha Ayanoghlou has been serv- 
ing our Society as colporteur for over fifteen years in 
the city and province of Adana. He has been a 
faithful, earnest, and successful worker. He has had 
high ideas of the sacredness and responsibility of his 
work, and been unwearying in his efforts to make 
that work tell, not only as to the numbers of Scrip- 
tures disposed of, but more especially as a work aim- 
ing at the spiritual uplift of the peoples of this land. 
He has been taken up higher, but the fruits of his 
consecrated life remain with us. To have such a 
man taken from our work leaves a vacancy not ordi- 
narily easy to fill, and the Agency feels the loss very 
deeply. That loss has been equally felt by the church 
and community to which he belonged, and indeed 
quite generally throughout central Turkey, where he 
was well known not only as a Bible colporteur, but as 
an active and influential member of the Evangelical 
Church and community. 
In evidence of the high esteem in which Todor 
’ Agha was held in the community, I have just received 
a letter from the Rev. John Merrill of Aintab, report- 
ing the following minute, adopted by the “Central 
Turkey Mission” at its recent annual meeting in 
Marash : 

“ Resolved, That we record our high appreciation 
of the life and work of Todor Agha Ayanoghlou, 
who passed away June 8th, to be, as we believe, for- 
ever with the Lord. For the past fifteen years, as 
bookseller and colporteur for the Bible Society, for a 
still longer period as an active and useful member of 
the Evangelical Church in Adana, as a zealous and 
hopeful Christian worker in the various relations in 

_which he came in contact with his fellowmen, he won 
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the respect and confidence of people belonging to 
different sects and nationalities, as well as of his own 
co-religionists. His contribution to the spread of the 
Gospel in this land among Greeks, Armenians, and 
Moslems, is by no means inconsiderable. As was re- 
marked of him by one of his fellow-citizens, so we 
too feel that ‘there is nothing sad or gloomy about 
the death of such a man,’ and we doubt not that in 
various parts of this Mission his life and labor will 
continue to bear fruit for years to come. Our prayer 
is that God may comfort all the members of his fam- 


ily and turn the event to work in the end for their ~ 


Spiritual good.” 

It is not always that an important position such as 
that thus so suddenly left vacant can be refilled at 
once. But we are very fortunate in having secured 
the services of the son of the departed one, a grad- 
uate of St. Paul’s Institute at Tarsus, and a man al- 
ready much esteemed in the community of which his 
father was so honored a member. The father’s man- 
tle has fallen on the son.» This is the fulfillment’ of 
the father’s deepest wish and most earnest prayer. 
In the light of the testimonies that have come from 
various quarters, we may anticipate for the son, a 
worthy succession to the father in spirit and in stc- 
cess. Yours sincerely, l 

M. BowEn, 


A LETTER FROM MARASH, 

T is always a pleasure to present to our readers 
these letters from the American Board Mis- 
sionaries in Turkey recognizing the assistance of 

the American Bible Society in their work. 
MARASH, TURKEY, July 16, 1902. 

I was appointed by our mission at its recent annual 
meeting to extend greetings to your society and to 
express our thanks for continued help to the work in 
this land. 

The meetings of native pastors and delegates were 
this year especially interesting and helpful. The or- 
ganization of a Home Missionary Society was an im- 
portant step taken by the native churches. The plan 
is for the churches to raise a certain amount, yearly 
increasing their contributions until eventually there 
will be no need of help from the Board at home for 
the support of preaching, and nobly are the larger 
churches taking up the work. 

Another interesting feature was the examination 
for licensure of the eleven Protestant students who 
went out from the Theological Seminary. One goes 


to a mission field in Koordistan, the others to waiting 
pulpits nearer. 


The pleasantest thing noticed in connection with — 


this meeting was the delightful spirit of love and har- 
mony. The year past has been one of spiritual bless- 


ing, many of our churches have been awakened to _ 
new life and many individuals have become Chris- — 
tians. The results of this awakening were felt in the © 
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devotional meetings of the conference and in the 
spirit shown in the discussions. 

Naturally, one of the results of new spiritual life is 
the increased demand for Bibles. This desire to 
search the Scriptures is seen not only among Prot- 
estants, but among Gregorians and others. One of 
the Bible agents tells of a woman whose husband 
would not buy her a Bible, who offered her only prop- 
erty, her ear-rings, in payment for a Bible. Another 
says that frequently in the villages he receives butter, 
cheese, and other produce as payment for Bibles sold. 

The women in our churches are aroused to help 
their less favored sisters and themselves visit among 
the Gregorian women, while if possible, arranging 
for regular visitation and teaching of the women to 
read. 

We have to record the recent death of one of the 
Agents of the Bible Society. Todor Agha Ayano- 
ghlou, who had given faithful and efficient service to 


_ the Society for fifteen years, died at Adana, June 15, 


after a ten days’ illness of pneumonia. He was most 
earnest and active in all Christian work, and had just 
made an extended tour among the villages. His un- 
expected removal seems a great loss not only to the 
Adana church and the work of the Bible Society.in 
the district where he worked, but to the whole mis- 
sion. 
In behalf of the Central Turkey Mission, 
ELLEN M. BLAKELEY. 


A NEW COLPORTEUR IN ITALY 
HE Rev. Dr. William Burt, Superintendent of 
the Methodist Episcopal Mission in Italy, 
writing from Rome, gives this very interesting 
account of a new colporteur, who has undertaken the 
work of visiting the homes of the people in the 

Abruzzi district with the Holy Scriptures : 

Sig. Lucio Schiro D’Agate was born March 18, 
1877, at Parco, near Palermo, Sicily, and hence is 
twenty-five years old. In that year the Bishop of the 


_ Roman Catholic Church of that diocese died, leaving 


by will ten livings to be given by lot to ten boys born 
in that year who would become priests. His father 
was determined that he should obtain one of those 
livings, and hence when he was yet very young he 
dressed like a little priest, and was continually urged 


on to prepare for this profession. When twelve years 


of age he surprised a priest in immoral conduct, and 
from that moment he wished to have nothing more 


to do with priests or their religion, nor would he any 


longer wear the priest’s robe. He grew up in unbe- 
lief and in rebellion against the church. In order to 
punish him because he would not become a priest, 


his father made him learn the trade of a shoemaker. 
_ There was one class of persons of whom he had a 


superstitious fear and whom he hated without knowing 
them, the Protestants. One day, in 1895, at Naples, dis- 
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gusted with himself and little caring into what depths 
of vice and woe he might fall, he entered a Protestant 
Church with the intention of becoming a Protestant, 
believing them to be creatures more corrupt and de- 
praved than himself. Alas, what a delusion, in that 
church a minister was preaching, and he spoke so 
well that for a moment his attention was arrested 
and tears came to his eyes; but these were soon 
dried by the absorbing passion to be bad. Then he 
hated the Protestants still more, thinking them to be 
more bigoted than the Romanists themselves. July, 
1896, he enlisted in the army and was sent to Mes- 
sina, 

One day a stranger said to him, ‘Young man, why 
do you blaspheme so the name of God?” He replied 
The stranger answered, 
“Why then swear so against yourself, and contradict 
yourself if God does not exist?” Then the stranger 
left him, praying that God would illuminate him and 
save him. He became very unhappy, restless and 
greatly troubled about himself. Every time he met a 
priest he would argue with him, and in most cases he 
found that finally the priest did not believe in what 
he professed, but would agree with him. What 
hypocrisy! He rose in his position in the army, and 
being promoted to be Vice-Brigadier in the Division 
of Finance, he was transferred to Lecce. One night 
he had a fearful dream and could not sleep. He got 
up and looked for something to read, and found a 
little tract which narrated an experience very much 
like his own, and at the end were the words, “Come 
unto Me all ye that labor,” etc. He remembered 
what he had heard from the minister at Naples and 
from the stranger at Messina, and he enquired if there 
was a Protestant minister in Lecce. No one could . 
inform him, but one of his companions had in his 
possession a copy of the New Testament which he 
gave to him. On the back of this he found the name 
and address of an Evangelical minister. He went to 
him and received from him instruction and help. He 
then began to distribute tracts among his comrades, 
and to talk with them about the new light and life he 
had found. Then came a storm of persecutions from 
the priests, who used the most violent and disloyal 
means against him. At the end of his time of service 
he left the army. He bought tracts and Bibles, and 
went at his own expense through the country distrib- 
uting them to the people. He has passed through 
many a severe conflict with the priests, and has suf- 
fered much for the cause of Christ. He comes to his 
new work well prepared, is very happy, and writes 
with great hope and enthusiasm about the future. 


The Rev. Mr. Milne, our Agent in the La Plata, 
wishes us to thank all the friends who have sent 
us for him the Sunday school lesson wall pictures. 
He finds them -very helpful in his work in South 
America. 
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DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT. 


NEW WORK IN THE SOUTH. 

HE Rev. J. B. Wragg, Special Agent for work 
among the colored people of the South, sends 
the following report : 

We come with thankful heart to the time when we 
must make this our first annual report. The period 
embraced in the report is six months. The agency 
among the colored people is a new work of the 
Society. It is sent to a people sadly in need of the 


Lord’s Word. 
Choosing Colporteurs. 


When called to this field we determined, God 
helping us, to give ourselves wholly to the work, 
and to have none engage with us in spreading His 
word save practical, godly men. Men who would 
not only work for a salary, but men who would be 
in love with the work for the glory of the Redeem- 
er’s kingdom and the great uplift of the people. Our 
first effort in beginning the work was then directed 
toward finding just such men to act as colporteurs. 
We submitted our need to the throne of grace, and in 
answer to prayer we found two Christian men, with 
whom we began the work. Our working force has 
never been very large, though often we have wished 
for its increase, as the field is indeed white, and wait- 
ing for the workers; but they have tried to be faithful 
to their duty, as you will see. 


Method of Work. 

The method adopted was novel in some respects, 
and was adapted, as we thought, to our peculiar con- 
ditions and the notions of the people. The system 
used was a house-to-house visitation ; public exhibi- 
tion of the Bibles for sale, after permission had been 
obtained of the civil authorities, which was always 
granted, save in one instance, in all the towns visited ; 
the use of occasions of great public excitement, that 
brought the people together ; visiting on the Sabbath 
the various Sabbath schools and church services, so 
as to inform the people of the work; the meeting of 
the various conferences, conventions, synods of many 
different denominations ; visiting colleges and schools; 
and also by cofrespondence. In fact, as occasions 
would arise and suggestions would come therefrom, 
we would act in accordance therewith. The colpor- 
teurs have been untiring in their travels. We have 
succeeded in working in eighty-seven towns and vil- 
lages, also in many places in the rural districts ; much 
of this work has been done afoot and at small expense 
to the Society. In the past six months 7,778 miles 
have been traveled in pushing the work. When we 
think of the time spent in the work, and the money 
given to sustain it, we wish for larger results; but 
when we remember the field we are cultivating, we 
_ thank God for what has been done, and move for- 
’ ward determined by His help to do better. 


Circulation, 

The circulation has been 2,004 Bibles, 1,508 Testa- 
ments, and 1,257 Portions, making a total of 4,769 
copies. We have received $967.48 for the same. If to 
the 4,769 copies we add our donations, we then have 
a circulation of 4,800 copies. We should like to state 
that the schools which we are using as centers of 
distribution have not made any report, hence we may 
be a little short in our total circulation. Seven hun- 
dred and twenty-nine days were spent in circulating 
the above-mentioned books. I have visited the 
States of Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee, Louisiana, 
and South Carolina in the interest of the work. I 
was cordially received at all the meetings of the dif- 
ferent denominations and granted the privilege of 
presenting the work. All of the Conferences of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church visited, as far as we 
have learned, have given an increased collection for 
our cause. 

Incidents—Some of them Curious. 

We shall mention a few of the many incidents con- 
nected with the work. The people have peculiar 
notions in some localities. In some places they like 
our red-back books, and will have no other, while in 
another place they prefer the green, and others will 
have only the black or blue; some particular number 
will sell well among some people, while others will 
go to another extreme and call for another book in 
different binding and type. A book with the family 
record and reference sells well. Many times we are 
asked whether it is a Baptist, Methodist, or a Presby- 
terian Bible. When we answer it is neither, they 
then want to know what Bible it is. We answer, it 
is God’s Bible. It would really surprise many who 
are familiar with and possess the word to know how 
many who are right at their door are without it. We 
hope some who may read of this destitution will, 
in the Master’s name, give of their means to help 
these needy ones in getting a copy of His word. I 
am informed that there are places where the churches 
and Sabbath schools are entirely destitute of any part 
of the Word in book-form. The only hope that we 
can see in supplying this great need is the American 
Bible Society. 

Oftentimes have we seen surprise written on the 
face of the people when we would mention the low 
prices of the books. Regret would many times mani- 
fest itself when by reason of their poverty they could 
not purchase a copy. 


Cheering Experiences, 
The following experiences come to us through our 
colporteurs: In canvassing one of our largest cities 


he came across three men in a car-box gambling; he __ 


entered, and asked permission to show his Bibles 
he got them interested while reading the blessed 
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book, and succeeded in praying with them, and be- 
fore leaving each one of them purchased a copy of 
the Lord’s word. He left them under a promise of 
throwing away their cards and leading upright lives. 

He also reports entering a certain town on court 
week, and while showing his books, was asked by an 
aged Confederate veteran for the gift of a Bible. As 
he saw he was too poor to purchase one he gave him 
a copy, and he went on his way rejoicing as he had 
found the comfort he needed. 

Another reports a visit to a cooper’s shop in one of 
our seaport cities. He found quite a number of 
young men at work, and upon inquiry he ascertained 
that not one of them had ever owned a copy of the 
Word. 

Here is another: Entering a poor home he found 
a widow and her only child, a small boy, very sick ; 
he read and prayed for them, and started away; the 
little fellow cried for a copy of the book, but his 
mother was too poor to purchase it, and the colpor- 
teur cheered the little one when he presented to him 
the book out of which he had read. 

Another one tells this story: While selling in a 
city on the public highway a man selling a liniment 
placed himself on one side of him, and another selling 
cement on the other; a man stepped up to buy, and 
finding he needed all three of the articles, and having 
only sufficient money to purchase one, he said to 
those selling, I shall take this (the Bible); it will do 
me more good than the cement and liniment. 

On one of our public roads a huckster was run 
across. He was stopped and offered the Bible. He 
said he did not know what to do with it. The col- 
porteur read to him and tried to show him that it 
was the true guide through life. Still he refused to 
buy one for himself, but his little boy sitting on the 
back of the wagon begged his father for a copy. He 
pulled out his purse and paid for it. Solomon has 
said, “A wise son maketh a glad father.” We trust 
this will be an illustration of that statement. 

Still these incidents come multiplying before me, 
but I fear I have been too lengthy already. 

The result of this work is seen and felt now. A 
pastor from one of the places visited recently by one 
of the colporteurs says that the people, young and 
old, can now be seen on the Sabbath, Bible in hand, 
going to the Lord’s house to enter heartily into the 
service. Surely the Lord is in this work! Our 
earnest prayer and desire is that the day will speedily 
dawn when all the people in this sunny southland 
will be owners of a copy of the Word of God and 
earnest students thereof. 


A BIBLE CONFERENCE AT ISLAND PARK. 
NDER the magnificent pines of Island Park, on 


Abington Lake, Massachusetts, a Conference © 


eS of peculiar and widespread interest was held 
-_ on the 23d of July. The Rev. DeMont Goodyear, 
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President of the Norfolk Conference of Churches, 
representing sixty-five churches of all denominations, 
attended the American Bible Society Conference“at 
Brockton in April. He was so deeply):impressed 
with this Bible Society plan and the need of the 
Bible being held up from the standpoint of the Socie- 
ty, that with the assistance of the Rev. A. E. Colton, 
he at once began arranging for a similar gathering 
under the auspices of the Norfolk Conference of 
Churches. After much difficulty on account of un- 
favorable weather and confliction of dates in secur- 
ing speakers, the posters, programmes and announce- 
ments were finally ready. 

Island Park is not unknown to fame. Situated ina 
bend of the beautiful Abington Lake, crowned with 
towering pines, and carpeted with pine needles, it 
has long been a favorite rendezvous for speakers on 
great patriotic, moral and religious subjects. 

Great audiences from Boston and the southeastern 
part of the State formerly met there to hear Garrison, 
Wendell Phillips, Henry Ward Beecher, John B. 
Gough, etc., give their thrilling messages, for aboli- 
tion, moral and religious progress, and for the great 
cause of temperance. 

The heavy rains for days preceding and the lower- 
ing skies on the morning of the 23rd made the suc- 
cess of the Conference doubtful, so much so that the 
morning session was not thought of. But by noon 
the clouds began to clear away, and the procession 
of people, straggling at first, began to enter the 
grounds. And it was discovered that they were 
hungry. A quick-lunch man was notified, and hurry- 
ing to the ground with a load of sandwiches and a 
variegated assortment of cookies and pies, he found 
that his supply was far too small for the demand, for 
the people kept coming, several loads of chairs made 
their appearance, boats crossed the lake with their 
crowds, bicycles and baby carriages brought their 
contingents, and there might have been automobiles 
among the carriages fringing the outskirts of the 
crowds. 

When the Rev. Dr. Pierce, of Brockton, announced 
the first hymn from the Chapel Hymnal (copies of 
which were kindly loaned by the Pilgrim Press), 
every chair was taken, and as many more were sitting 
and standing in a semicircle about the speakers. 

After a praise service, in which the Rev. Mr. Miller, 
of East Bridgewater, and Deacon Rice, of Rockland, 
took part, the Rev. A. E. Colton, Representative of 
the American Bible Society for New England, made 
an address on the great need to-day of the Bible in 
the ‘‘ Homes and Hearts ” of the people. 

Mr. Colton instanced what he desired to impress 
on the people by the life and character of City Mis- 
sionary Bumpus, of Dorchester, who was recently 
called home, after a life of ceaseless activity for the 
cause of Christ. After calling attention to the many- 
sided beauties of this saint’s life; the speaker raised 
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the question how could such a life be developed, 
from whence were the springs of that life? That 
could be understood by the last words at his regular 
prayer service, when Mr. Bumpus, with a great 
deal of feeling, acknowledged the great debt of his 
life to his parents and their faithful instruction in the 
Word of God, the daily reading of the Bible and the 
daily kneeling in prayer—a rule of life. 

The speaker eulogized the splendid methods, organ- 
izations and plans of the churches to-day, the earnest- 
ness and devotion of the pastors. Yet statistics show 
that the Church is making but indifferent headway. 
Is not the need of the day in the home? Do we not 
need to press home the duty and privilege of living 
up to the teachings of the Word of God at every fire- 
side, if great characters are to be made and the Church 
have “forward movements’ in every department? 
The low standard is the easy one—the Bible standard 
is a high one and difficult to live up to, but well 
worth taking for our standard. The-Bible is in the 
homes of the people here in Massachusetts, to urge 
the acceptance of its teachings upon all, the cultiva- 
tion of conscience and Christian duty at home, to 
have the Bible lodged in the hearts of the people, 
that should be the burden of the prayers and ser- 
mons of the pastors to-day. 

‘As to the great world of those destitute of the Bible 
—all Christians are called on, through their Bible 
Society, to meet the need. 

The speaker called attention to the many open 
doors, until recently closed, in Mexico, South 
America and Cuba, in China and the Philippines, in 
the uttermost parts of the earth. He gave several 
illustrations, showing how the Scriptures taken to 
many homes found their way into the hearts of the 
people and led to new life and noble character. The 
brave messengers of the Society, 400 colporteurs, 
were held up to the audience as the scouts of the 
army of the Lord, taking the joyful tidings to the 
millions who otherwise have no Bees of a 
saving Christ. 

Mr. Colton was followed by Mrs, William Scott, of 
Alabama. Speaking with rare eloquence, she told 
the story of the influence of the Bible upon her. race. 
“ The Negro and the Bible,” to the splendid audience 
which Mrs. Scott faced, was made an inspiring and 
thrilling theme. Mrs. Scott was full of the Bible 
itself, and she told with a wealth of descriptive power 
how Moses and Joseph, David and Daniel heroically 
refused the fleeting and transient enjoyments that 
they might have permanent peace with God’s bless- 


ing. The negroes of the South, all through their 


time of darkness, lived in and were inspired by these 
great Bible characters. As plants in a darkened 
room will turn eagerly toward the least ray of light, 
so the negro in his privation and suffering turned to 
the meagre light offered them through the occasional 
opportunities they had of hearing the Bible read. 
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The negro learned through that book to have hope 
in.God. 

As a slave herself, Mrs. Scott recalled how old and 
young would meet to hear some good man read 
feebly and hesitatingly the sacred page. They were 
eager not to lose a line of the message, which to 
them was the only standard. Mrs. Scott held up toa 
beautiful light the simple faith of her trusting people. 


Tears came to the eyes of all, as the speaker told: - 


how her mother, when whipped and miserably 
treated, half starved and made to work sixteen hours. 
a day, had trusted her Divine Master through it all, 
believing that some time she would be free. 

Mrs. Scott pleads for more Bibles among her 
people, giving wonderful statistics relating to the 
great progress of religious thought among the 
negroes since the war. The Bible is the hope of the 
negro. Mrs. Scott feelingly sang the verses, new to 
that audience, “Massachusetts for Jesus,” then 
“ America for Jesus,” and “The World for Jesus,” alt 
on the standard given us in God’s Word. We noticed 
that long before Mrs. Scott was through, the fifty or 
more children seated about her on the ground had 
taken their eyes from the squirrels and birds in the 
trees above them and had eyes and ears only for the 
gifted Southern woman. 

The Rev. Isaac Selman, the converted Jewish 
rabbi, was the last speaker, and told a story vastly 
different, but fully as pathetic and as absorbingly in- 
teresting as that of Mrs. Scott. 

Dr. Selman was full of Scripture from beginning to 
end of his address, and impressed anew upon all 
that as the Bible is a book of Jewish life, character, 
hopes and fears, we certainly owe much to the Jew 
to day as well as in the far-away. yesterday. 

The Jew is a religious man. If we follow to his 
home that man who barters at ourfdoor for our cast- 
off garments, we would find him happy in his family, 
reading the Talmud. He is strictly religious. As a 
boy, he must learn 615 commandments. And when 
the boy asks his mother why he should learn all 
these verses, she uniformly tells him, “it is the law ot 
Moses.” Dr. Selman provoked much laughter by 
stating that the Irishman, who lives on frankfurts 
and lager beer, only lives on the average twenty-eight 
years, while the Jew’s average is forty-one years. To 
his observance of the Scriptures, Dr. Selman attrib- 
uted the purity and family endearments and peace- 
ableness of the Jew. He called attention to the fact 
that of all the elements of our population, the Jew 
has the smallest percentage of crime laid to his 
charge. The good doctor surprised his audience by 
stating that the Jew knew but little of Protestantism, 
but was easily won when rightly approached. He 
gave many instances of the conversion of his people 
by having difficult passages in the prophets explained 
by the teachings and life of Christ. Dr. Selman 


spoke of the great need of the whole Binle among 
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the Jews, and hoped the time was at hand when they 
could all have it. Dr. Selman’s account of his own 
life and what he had to give up to accept Christianity 
was very pathetic. As a rabbi in Germany, often 
speaking to 3,000 people, he found his way to the 
truth as it is in Christ, and that acceptance of Christ 
meant that he must be driven from the synagogue, 
disowned by all his old friends. Even his mother re- 
jectedhim. And the speaker closed by declaring that 
it was all right for him to suffer if here in Boston he 
might lead some of his people to the Cross of Christ. 
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The Rev. Mr. Wadsworth and Taylor then made 
reports from the Sunday School Convention just held 
in Denver, and after a unanimous vote that the suc- 
cess of this out-door Conference was such that it 
should be repeated another year, the large audience 
sang “Old Hundred.” The Rev. Mr. Camp pro- 
nounced the benediction, Many remained to speak 
of their delight in the day, the Conference, the noble 
pines, the attractive lake and the earnest words re- 
lating to the Bible in the hearts of men here and the 
world afar. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


HE most notable of the many papers read at 
the meeting of the National Educational As- 
sociation in Minneapolis, recently, was that 

of Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler, President of Columbia 
University, on “ Problems of Education.’’ The paper 
was read before an audience of 8,000 people, and 
made a profound impression. Dr. Butler, after de- 
claring that the absence of the English Bible in the 
courses of instruction in American schools was among 
the gravest problems confronting educators continued: 

“The Bible should have a place among school 
text-books, solely because of its singular position in 
literature and because, without a knowledge of it, the 
best of secular literature is half-meaningless. The 
lack of the Bible, if not remedied, will surely lead to 
distressing consequences. To eliminate it from our 
school courses is to strike out the element of knowl- 
edge which reveals the inner beauties of all the liter- 
ature since the fall of the Western Roman Empire. I 
am not talking about the Bible now in a sense of 
using it for religious instruction or for the promotion 
of theology. 

“My thesis is that the neglect of the Bible, caused 
by sectarianism, has incapacitated the rising genera- 
tion for knowing the beauties of the greater writers in 
the English language, from Chaucer to Browning, and 
from understanding as well as placing them outside 
the pale of knowledge of their own civilization. With- 
out knowledge of the Bible one cannot read and 
understand clearly the glories of Milton and Shake- 
speare and Tennyson. I recently read the first twelve 
lines in ‘Paradise Lost’ before a group of college 
men. I then asked for an explanation of the lines, 
and I am ashamed to say that not one man could 
give it. I dare say that not half the men one meets 
in business every day could explain these Biblical re- 
ferences. And yet these men are familiar with 
Grecian mythology and with the pagan religions, 
Their knowledge of the life of ancient Rome and 
Greece is more accurate than of the nineteenth 
century, and solely because they understand the re- 
-_ligion’of those times, 


“When visiting Jerusalem I witnessed a disgraceful 
scene during a most solemn Christian ceremony. 
Christians were fighting and struggling among each 
other to see the procession, and the sneering Moham- 
medan soldiers, the miserable Turks, were pushing 
the unruly Christians back. This isa sample of what 
we have here. The Christians are fighting among 
themselves over their interpretations of the Bible, 
and are gradually driving it out of mind. 

“The present condition is shameful. We have 
been and are impoverishing life and literature by 
burying our treasure-house under the dust of theo- 
logical discussion. The Bible is the inspiration on 
which the best English style has been built. Even 
the non-Christian has to read the Bible in order to 
understand history. You cannot understand Oriental 
history without reading the Vedas, nor Grecian his- 
tory without knowing something of Greek mytho- 
logy. 

“The quarreling of churches and sects, each claim- 
ing the treasure-house of English ‘literature as solely 
their own, has made the Bible inaccessible to the 
pupil. Weare on the point of impoverishing our life 
and literature, and are facing an exceedingly danger- 
ous state of morals and affairs when we lack proper 
understanding of the Christianity which is at the very: 
basis of all the fiistory since the fall of Rome and the 
very foundation of our American liberty and pro- 
gress. ; 
“T realize that there exist sharp differences of 
opinion, but facing them boldly, I plead with all my 
might that the Bible be again given its place in the 
schools, not as an agency of religious training or dis- 
semination of theology, but purely and solely as the. 
greatest of the great masterpieces of literature; the 
fountain spring from which the authors of the best in 
our English literature have drawn their inspiration.’” 

Dr. Butler’s assertions were loudly cheered. 

The Committee}on Resolutions adopted a state~ 
ment of principles, among which was the following, 
in reference to the use of the Bible in our schools: 

“It is apparent that familiarity with the English 
Bible, as a masterpiece of literature, is rapidly de-~ 
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creasing among the pupils in our schools. This is 
the direct result of a conception which regards the 
Bible as a theological book merely, and thereby leads 
to its exclusion from the schools of some States as a 
subject of reading and study. We hope and ask for 
such a change of public sentiment in this regard as 
will permit and encourage the English Bible, now 
honored by name in many schools, laws and State 
constitutions, to be read and studied as a literary 
work of the highest and purest type side by side with 
the poetry and prose which it has inspired and in 
large part formed.”—orthwestern Christian Advo- 
cate, 


—_—_— 


MR. BRYAN AND THE BIBLE. 
T was a noteworthy circumstance that in address- 
] ing the newsboys of Boston, at their request, July 
24, the Hon. William J. Bryan urged them to be 
diligent students of the Bible. He drew upon his 
early experiences as a boy. He told them how his 
father had been accustomed to read it to him often, 
at home and in the law office; how his father would 
call him into the office from street play, in order to 
read it to him. Then, he sometimes regarded the 
experience as “a bore,” but he had learned better in 
the progress of time. He had found the Bible a good 
guide book even to the politician, strictly so-called, 
because it taught that principle was better than 
policy, and that to be right with a minority was better 
than to be wrong with a majority. If the politician 
would follow Biblical {teachings, rightly interpreted, 
he would gain more for himself and his duty than in 
any other way. One of the discoveries that Mr. 
Bryan said he had made years ago was that the 
book of Proverbs was a good book to be familiar 
with, that it contained thirty-one chapters, and hence 
that it could be read through in one month by read- 
ing one chapter per day. He read it through twelve 
times in one year, on that plan. 

Mr. Bryan frequently quotes the Bible in his public 
addresses, uses Biblical illustrations, and undoubted- 
ly ranks high among publicists in his relative famil- 
iarity with it. 

It iS no part of our province to consider his political 
Opinions. We regard his uses of the Bible as exem- 
plary alike to the public men and to the young men 
of to-day. Such speeches as he made to the news- 
boys are wholesome. 


THE BIBLE IN CONTRAST WITH OTHER 
BOOKS. , 
| Beye who in this ‘shallow age are receiving 
their religious culture from the Sunday news- 
paper often declare that they can see no reason 
whatever why orthodox Christian scholars should set 
the Bible apart from other books in a category by 
itself, There are many eternal distinctions between 
the Christian scriptures and other writings, but 1 will 
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mention only a few, each one of which will seem 
more remarkable the more thoroughly one studies 
the subject. 

1. In the way in which it has touched the intellect 
of the world. 

However explained, the superlative educational 
force in this world to-day springs out of this volume. 
Ninety-nine one hundredths of all the books in all the 
libraries of the earth have been influenced by it. 
Ninety-nine one-hundredths of all the present day 
studies in science, ethnology, archzology and sociol- 
ogy, as well as in religion, trace their beginnings, 
highest impulses or best illustrations to it. Even the 
skeptic and agnostic cannot let it alone. All the 
other ancient books of the world drop out of the 
account as we contrast the actual historic influence of 
this unique word upon the human intellect. 

2. In its revelation of truth. 

That the Hebrew scriptures did contain a revela- 
tion of spiritual truth for the ancient world may be 
clearly seen by cataloguing the teachings of the Rig 
Veda, the Avesta, the Three Kings and the Book of 
the Dead concerning the deities, their origin, nature, 
attributes, activities and relations to man, and con- 
trasting these results in the light of twentieth-century 
knowledge, with the statements of the book. The 
teachings concerning man, his powers, relations, du- 
ties, possibilities and destiny show an equal contrast. 
The most authoritative religious writers of every 
creed agree now that the Hebrew Bible was a revela- 
tion to the people for whom it was written. A study 
also of the New Testament, side by side with con- 
temporaneous literature, proves that the gospels and 
apostolic letters can only be contrasted with any 
other writers of the early Christian era. 

3. Still further the difference between the Bible and 
all other books, ancient and modern, may be seen in 
its unique and divine history. 

It has proved itself not only an intellectual stimu- 
lus and an ethical revelation but a spiritual dynamo. 

No scholar doubts that it was in this volume that 
the principles were learned which did lead historically 
to the abolition of slavery, the elevation of woman, 
the kindness to children and the poor, and to the 
general acceptance of the equality of souls and other 
doctrines of liberty and brotherhood, so loudly pro- 
claimed now by many who do not recognize the Bib- 
lical ancestry of the teachings they so enthusiastically 
advocate. The Christian Bible is the Bethtehem 
cradle, in which modern civilization and the modern 
home had its birth. It has been torn to pieces and 
burned at the stake in every century since.its first 


appearance; yet it is more alive to-day than ever, _ 


and it took more tons of paper to satisfy the demand 
for new copies of it this last year than ever before. 
What the Bible is doing ethically to-day, even for 


those who reject it as the inspired word of God— _ 


though they have unconsciously received their best _ 
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moral and spiritual conceptions from it—may be seen 
by a study not only of heathen countries, but of cer- 
tain localities in our own land where its teachings are 
despised and, so far as can be consciously done, ob- 
literated. 

4. The greatest contrast, however, between the 
Bible and all other books, ancient and modern, is dis- 
covered when we consider its revelation of a person 
who claimed to be a Saviour, and who can save yet. 

Each century adds to the supreme pre eminence of 
Jesus. No other book shows such a face. All mod- 
ern men of genius who have said mighty words on 
morals, or have given pictures of a holy life, have 
confessedly found their pattern and model in the por- 
trait painted by those ignorant fishermen and artisans 
who had been with Jesus and spoke of him. The 
greatest thinkers of to-day—those in heathen lands, 
as well as infidel scholars at home—acknowledge 
that Jesus represents the supreme manhood which 
cannot be surpassed and the highest revelation which 
the deity has thus far made of his own nature and of 
his relations to mankind. 

The chief mark which distinguishes the Bible from 
all other books is this; that the Book leads to him 
who can even now transform the men thus guided to 
him, into his own image and likeness.—Camden MV. 
Cobern, Ph.D., D.D., in Northwestern Christian 
Advocate. 


LED TO ITS ORGANIZATON. 

Mary Jones had no Bible. She walked in her bare 
feet twenty-five miles to Bala, and carried the savings 
of six years in her hands one December day in 1802. 
But the Welsh pastor had only one Bible left, and 
that was promised to another party. The thought 
of that satchel being carried back empty another 
twenty-five miles by the bare-footed maiden was too 
much for Mr. Charles. So he rallied Wilberforce, 
Zachary Macaulay, Granville Sharp and others to 
organize the Bible Society. Since then the British 
Society has issued 175,038,965 copies. Not only 
Wales rejoiced, but pagan Saharas have blossomed 
as a rose by reason of its work.— orth and West. 


STILL THE BOOK§ZOF BOOKS. 
J NDER this head, the Boston Transcript has 
these instructive words: 

“ The extraordinary change of belief as regards the 
origin and sanctity of the Bible, which has marked 
the religious thinking of the past ten years, does not 
in the least interfere with its sales, but has rather 
increased them. This is veryfobvious, if one consults 
the statements of the various Bible societies. The 
two largest societies in America and England put out 
last year nearly 10,0C0,o0o copies. It is a remarkable 
thing that no concern engaged in printing this book 
has failed, though there was some agitation a few 
years ago to form a Bible trust. The prices have 
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been declining for years, and the cost in manufactur- 
ing has in some particulars advanced. The output of 
the Oxford Press is 20,000 copies a week. This edi- 
tion is always in great demand; 40,000 sheets of gold 
are used in lettering the copies, and the skin of 
100,000 animals for binding are used every year.” 

The Zranscripé calls attention to the fact that ‘‘the 
President of the United States has written in a very 
entertaining way of the Bible being interwoven and 
entwined with the whole of our civic and social life. 
Its moral influence is set forth in language which, 
wherever it is read, has produced a profound impres- 
sion. He is the first President, since Lincoln, who 
has come out In any public way upon this subject.’ 
Doubtless the President’s attitude has been potent 
for good in this matter. The figures given above 
show how undiminished the influence of the Bible 
still is. 


THE BOOK THAT CHINA NEEDS TO-DAY. 
By Miss Ricketts, Missionary. 

HAVE often listened with joy to native compari- 

sons of the books of Confucius and Mencius 

with the Book of the Eternal God, the books 
being judged by their effects upon the lives of men, 
to the great advantage of the Bible. As I heard a 
Christian woman explaining the difference to a num- 
ber of her heathen sisters: “Our classics only ex- 
hort to a virtuous life, they do not tell us how it can 
be done ; the Holy Classic of God also exhorts to a 
holy life, but it shows ow we may be saved from sin, 
and leaving evil follow good.” 

For thousands of years the native classics have 
been circulating among the people. The first book 
is the Trimetrical Classic, which has been used for 
six centuries by beginners, and is, so to speak, the 
primer of Chinese learning. Its first sentence con- 
tains the root of China’s undoing, for it fosters the | 
self-conceit which is among the worst features of the 


national character :— 


**Man atjbirth, 
By nature good, 
In instinct similar, 
In practice diverging.” J 


Ignorant of God, not possessing His Word,*not 
knowing therefore what he requires of men, they 
walk by the glowworm light of these purely human 
teachers, and following these false instructions they 
have floundered into the dangerous quicksand on 
which at this hour they are unwarily treading in 
danger of the extinction of their national life. . 

Among men of Chinese culture there is no enthusi- 
asm of humanity, no devotion to the welfare of man- 
kind, but a self-centered life, seeking only the pros- 
perity of the one ugly little idol which claims the 
devotion of every unregenerate Chinaman—self. 

China lies festering at this hour with the plague- 
spot {of self-conceit and the corruption which self- 
worship has brought upon jher. She ‘‘changed tke 
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truth of God into a lie,’? and has ever since “ wor- 
shipped and served the creature more than the Cre- 
ator;” her people, professing themselves to be wise, 
became fools, and changed the glory of the incor- 
ruptible God into an image made like to corruptible 
man and to birds and four-footed beasts and creeping 
things.”’ 

Let us now turn to concrete examples of the vivi- 
fying power of the words of God in individuals and 
in congregations of Christians. 


The Taming of a Shrew. 


I wish that by a few touches of the pen I could con- 
vey to you the portrait of the woman whom we call 
“our Salvation Army lass.” She is strongly built, 
with very rough-hewn features, and used to be a 
tempersome termagant in her village, but the words 
of God found her, searched out the secret places of 
her heart, and led her to the Living Word. By de- 
grees she learned to soften her voice, to cultivate a 
kindly spirit, and the energies that used to flow out in 
scolding now all find blessed vent through her busy, 
helping hands. 

She has for some years now been engaged in the 
Lord’s work, and many a woman has grown wiser 
and purer and more kindly as she has followed her 
example and learned to love her, for the manifesta- 
tion in her of the keeping of His commandments. 
The children cling about her knees, and the old 
women brighten visibly as she comes near. She will 
take a broom and sweep up the floor and wash the 
clothes to help some poor feeble and weakly woman, 
and is always ready by love to serve. Is she not a 
handful of the salt, which Jesus used as a figure, to set 
forth what one vocation of His true followers must 
be? 

Can anyone measure the purifying influence of one 
- hundred such women? Not savourless, but full of 
the power, the pungency, the savour of God’s pure 
words. If we had more Christians in China there 
would be more of this excellent saltness over all the 
land.— Our Sisters in Other Lands. 


RS. A. E. W. ROBERTSON inform us that 
| V the Exodus upon which she is at work is 
in the Creek language, which is a less 

highly organized language than the Cherokee. 


RALPH WELLS’ NEW USE OF THE BIBLE. 


MEETING in the interest of Sunday schools 
A in the city of Washington was held not long 
ago at which that veteran Sunday school 
worker, Ralph Wells, was present. Though nearly 
eighty years old, he showed his old-time vigor by 
taking part in the discussion as to whether each per- 
son should bring his own Bible tothe school. Mr. 
Wells stated that he had found a new use for the 
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Bible. WhenJhe carried his Bible before him on the 
streets Sunday morning not a single newsboy asked 
him to buy a Sunday paper. The moment he put it 
behind him, where the newsboys could not see it, he 
was solicited by the first boy he met to buy a paper. 
Carry your Bibles to Sunday school, and carry them 
where they can be seen.— Zhe Sunday School Times. 


HOLY SCRIPTURE. 


I have a garden fair, 
With heavenly breezes fanned, 
And every morning finds me there— 
It is the Lord’s command— 
To gather fruits and blossoms sweet 
Before the dusty world I meet. 


I have a faithful Friend, 
Accustomed to advise, 

With whom each morn some time I spend— 
That I may be made wise 

To find and keep the only way 

Which issues in eternal day. 


I have an armory bright, 
With shield and helm hung round, 
Where, duly as the morning light, 
The Spirit’s sword is found, 
With which to overcome the foe 
Who harasses the way I go. 


I have a mirror keen 
Which shows me all I am; 
But, lo! behind me there is seen 
One like a dying Lamb; 
And, as I view His imaged face, 
My sins are lost in shining grace. 


O, send Thy Spirit, Lord, 
To make me wholly Thine, 

That I may love Thy blessed Word, 
And feel its power divine ; 

And walk on calmly in its light 

Till faith is turned to glorious sight ! 


—Richard Wilton. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


New York, August, 1902. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Owing to the lack of a quorum no business was 
conducted at the monthly meeting in August. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, 
formed in New York in the year eighteen hundred 
and sixteen, and incorporated in the year eighteen 
hundred and forty-one, the sum of , to be 


applied to the charitable uses and purposes of said — 


Society. 


Deceased Directors. 


Rey. Herman C. Riggs, D.D., Rochester, N. Y. 
Gilbert H. Van Mater, Rock Castle, Va. 


Volume 47. 


August, 1902. 


Deceased Members. 
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GERARD BEEKMAN. T. G. SELLEW, CHURCHILL H. CUTTING. FREDERICK STURGES, : 
E. FRANCIS HYDE, GEORGE FOSTER PEABODY. JOHN S, PIERSON, F. WOLCOTT JACKSON. F 
H. D. NICOLL, M.D, EZRA B, TUTTLE. DANIEL J. HOLDEN. JOHN CROSBY BROWN. 


WILLIAM H. HARRIS. 
EZRA P. HOYT, M.D. 
EDWARD P. TENNEY. 
A. H. GILBERT. 
HENRY W. JESSUP. 


JAMES 8S, BAKER. 
HENRY C. M. INGRAHAM, 
ALEXANDER MAITLAND. 
HENRY S. STEARNS, M.D, 
J. EDGAR LEAYCRAFT, 


JOHN 8, McLEAN, 

WM. J, SCHIEFFELIN, 

JAMES WOOD. 

CHARLES D, LEVERICH. a 
EDWARD KIRK BILLINGS, 


GEORGE G. REYNOLDS. 
JAMES A. PUNDERFORD. 
JOHN TRUSLOW. <i 
GEORGE E. STERRY. 
THOMAS WHITTAKER. — 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR JULY, 1902. 
RECEIPTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 


Returns Income 
Gifts Ohurch Gifts Pk ed To Colored| Sales re- from from Miscellane-| Totat Total 


rted b: 
“fliaries, | “S*1% | Sees” | Mguales | Books, | ¢he°Wle.a | Foreign’ |Misstonary| Perpetu Transfers, | Cash. 
bis hd ents. | societies, | Funds, 
| Cash 230 48 | 7,721 89 896 07 | 1,107 02 27 91 849 14 | 2,624 06 1,870 83 1 20 $14,828 10 
| Transfers 30 00 pits - = Mose at vee, 800 00 330 00 
RECEIPTS FOR GENERAL ACCOUNTS. Transfers. Cash. 
AME ATION 8. vance nenvaneresndeavve lakers ons eure CUReureceereveneescoecnercoenees 189 52 | 1,475 94 
i hae? as RcSSe Kees eee stays FUER RN CuM ENO Rep yas 6d Ne. ama ren Roirints: 5 08 776 41 
ERI ORCODIN 5. on cas.cwenbcre yanaavsites es PERE te ee Rae akeeea cars = sho cone oT tern 212 68 | 1,147 61 
BBE ROR Cis A cs naet.cconk gS aa ee 2 ER RA a cen nrsrlois afhiabis tiers ee Na vats Ieee 
+ Income from Available Funds......... .... RRP eM nNR eek wnsines seeereereeseaeeetlessesesees| 836 U9 
* Income subject to Life Interest.......sccss.cccccsccee seceeen Sida ee Qin dv NNO ERs cane aisvactout tie: 00 
“ J. Burr Legacy Income + aprapines ae PERN ais i.e w eae anise sidan waeallo As 5 42 
“ British and Foreign Bible Society... Na Sota Caen wcshst eae as Gaon KingRemates BIR 68 neta Sanoe 
* SSxchange Account.._........... coeveee ed Sia AAR sreccecoeesos! 12,160 00 |., 
AENEAN NEMEC OM TITEL «aca rp ada sathnee ne Grob saab Dp ivem ss cass bieg Veles uN Wet coe citen torte, vaste RUN OU. 
PeteAIvatlaDlS WINGS oc cee cess ven ee paEnet car oes obs eMaiNees Ba Nae Sedition eR cet 5,800 00 |.....0000. 17,831 82 
** Caleb T. Rowe Legacy Investment Caner RaneAT ihe wip miso ss Siew tied sieaieele SRP eB waTeullls acc c unt OnMeOO 00 
* Funds for Re-investment..... RRachiseneumecses niece natesanis nicarnarew'y cue es sdivwevlawbeas vente 2,0L0 00 5 
19,105 65 
a _ 
; - RECEIPTS FOR DEPOSITORY ACCOUNT. 
Books Issued. Miscellaneous, 
EEE a SESS Nee 
RHR ons san » baie uecne~an a + eee aM ERS om was reahrennaeks RR eae Re aA 3 
Transfers.......... Rhee Ee Ripe aie Peis Pantie aoa % dues cane’o asics 8,853 5h 18 62 8,367 16 
RECEIPTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
Soe | Job Work. | Finished Plates, | Repairs to | Books Delivered | iscellaneous. 
Cash. . ....... 48 22 Bi Bete Mie >. « Sel arapwerals pee atte Rens aaetes 48 22 
“Transfers.......- L76 6h ce ste aie 10,866 62 sseedawe) |). 10,848) 26 
sg a a a I SE SE Ee (SN Sy 
; RAN PR ERR, oa. 20s ah craisc. vane am bse anne eanpns’ SSD aa cada A ws | BO,OFL MN Nal Woe ee 
: iivenbeeeatts Meme igsist ret u.oc iba, siras vce iwi evade aaa divies pnrasiceneleme seuss eo euin even cen cee k es MTR eC CBIR 
Cash Balance from June, 1902.........-seseeseesereseres sen etwesecensoeresarecedenscesecserencessseseenases. | 40,448 61 
$74,425 58 


DISBURSEMENTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 
BIBLES. 


To Lif 
es Members; 


m2 44| 4,759 99 | 314 20 
wee | 357 40 | 11,169 10 Bad ss acck Wee Eee 


"DISBURSEMENTS FOR GENERAL ACCOUNTS. 


L.6Feeonaves 


HE ILLUSTRATED ANNUAL REPORT. 


The new Report for 1902 is ready. It is full of fact 
and incident which will help one to understand the 
power of modern missions. It is an interesting story of 
a year’s work in the fields of the American Bible Society 


in many lands. 
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It will be sent postpaid to any address on receipt of ten cents to cover mailing. 


Address the SECRETARIES, BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE, NEW YORK. — 


Hm hm 


The following Leaflets are supplted free tn ltmtted quan- ; 
tittes to assist tn presenting the Bible cause tn the 
churches : 


THE BIBLE FOR THE WORLD. 

BIBLE WORK IN THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 
THE BIBLE AND FOREIGN MISSIONS.—By E. W. Gilman, D.D. - 
WHAT CAN THE YOUNG PEOPLE DO? 

A WISE WORD FROM A MISSIONARY LEADER. 


THE KEYSTONE OF CHRISTIAN MISSIONS. 
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT ON THE BIBLE. 
BREAD ON THE WATERS. 
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|The Soctety! can nao furnish Se ciat Numbers of its ee Q 1 


